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Sidney was evidently resolved to make the most
of the work. Over the houses at which he lodged
during his travels he caused to be fixed a tablet,
bearing his arms, and announcing his title in pom-
pous Latin, to the following purport: " The most
illustrious and well-born Philip Sidney, son of the
Viceroy of Ireland, nephew of the Earls of Warwick
and Leicester, ambassador from the most serene
Queen of England to the Emperor."

Crossing over to Antwerp, he reached Brussels on
or soon after the ist of March. Thence, on the 5th,
he rode out with Dr. Thomas Wilson, the English am-
bassador in the Netherlands, to pay respects to Don
John of Austria, who was then at Lou vain. He
and Mr. Sidney, Wilson reported, were much pleased
with the audience they had on the 6th, when Don
John gave a fair and sweet answer to the plain
words they addressed to him, and made promises
that would be altogether satisfactory if they were
in very deed performed.* At the interview, Fulke
Greville tells us, Don John began to speak courte-
ously, but with much Spanish haughtiness and show
of condescension, to the almost beardless visitor.
" Yet after a while, when he had taken his just alti-
tude, he found himself so stricken with this extra-
ordinary planet that the beholders wondered to see
what ingenious tribute that brave and high-minded
prince paid to his worth, giving more honour and
respect to this hopeful young gentleman than to
the ambassadors of mighty princes."

* State Papers, Foreign, Elizabeth ; Wilson to Walsingham, I,
5, and 10 March, 1577.